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“(II) representatives are recognized by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs under section
5902 of title 38.”".

————

TELEWORK ENHANCEMENT ACT OF
2010

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of H.R. 1722, and the Sen-
ate proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1722) to require the head of
each executive agency to establish and im-
plement the policy under which employees
shall be authorized to telework, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the substitute
amendment which is at the desk be
agreed to, the bill, as amended, be read
a third time and passed, the motions to
reconsider be laid upon the table, with
no intervening action or debate, and
any statements relating to the meas-
ure be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee amendment (No. 4689)
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Text of Amendments.”’)

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill (H.R. 1722), as amended, was
read the third time and passed.

——————

SECURE AND RESPONSIBLE DRUG
DISPOSAL ACT OF 2010

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask the
Chair to lay before the Senate the
House message to accompany S. 3397.

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the House:

S. 3397

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S.
3397) entitled ‘““‘An Act to amend the Con-
trolled Substances Act to provide for take-
back disposal of controlled substances in cer-
tain instances, and for other purposes.”, do
pass with an amendment.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate concur in the
House amendment to S. 3397 with no
intervening action or debate, and that
any statements be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

HONORING THE HUDSON RIVER
SCHOOL PAINTERS

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Judiciary Committee be
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discharged from further consideration
of S. Res. 278, and the Senate proceed
to its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 278) honoring the
Hudson River School Painters for their con-
tributions to the United States.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and any statements relating
to the resolution be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 278

Whereas the Hudson River School was a
mid-19th century American art movement
led by a group of landscape painters, whose
aesthetic vision was influenced by the ro-
manticism movement;

Whereas the Hudson River School is con-
sidered the first school of American art;

Whereas the major Hudson River School
painters included Thomas Cole, Frederic
Edwin Church, Asher Brown Durand, Jasper
Francis Cropsey, Sanford Robinson Gifford,
Albert Bierstadt, John Frederick Kensett,
George Inness, Worthington Whittredge, and
Thomas Moran;

Whereas the Hudson River School paint-
ings captured the striking landscape and
sweeping natural beauty of the Hudson River
Valley and the surrounding New York areas,
including the Catskill, the Adirondack, and
the White Mountains;

Whereas Hudson River School paintings
served a vital role in cultivating American
identity in the mid-19th century and cre-
ating a sense of awe of the American land-
scape that endures to this day;

Whereas the Hudson River School painters
influenced the environmental conservation
movement and the establishment of the Na-
tional Park System under President Theo-
dore Roosevelt;

Whereas the Hudson River School’s por-
trayal of the Hudson River Valley is a major
source of tourism in the region;

Whereas 2009 marks the 400th anniversary
of the voyages of discovery made by Henry
Hudson and Samuel de Champlain, recog-
nizing the important role that the Hudson
River and the Hudson Valley played in the
development and growth of the United
States;

Whereas the Hudson River School painters
depicted the Hudson River Valley during the
opening of the Erie Canal, which linked the
Hudson River with the Great Lakes and cre-
ated a main trade route from New York that
fostered the city’s central place in the Amer-
ican economy;

Whereas the Hudson River School painters
celebrated the ideals of American democ-
racy, individuality, and progress;

Whereas the Hudson River School painters
illustrated themes such as nature, conserva-
tion, civility, unity, education, family, chiv-
alry, and development;
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Whereas the Hudson River School painters
expressed the sense that every generation of
Americans should seek to preserve the natu-
ralness of the continent; and

Whereas the Hudson River School painters
accentuated the cardinal values of the 19th
century, which can assist contemporary
Americans in the rebirth of American cul-
ture: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes and
honors the Hudson River School painters for
their contributions to the United States.

———

TO ENSURE STABILITY IN
SOMALIA

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of Calendar No.
588, S. Res. 573.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 573) urging the devel-
opment of a comprehensive strategy to en-
sure stability in Somalia, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations with an
amendment to strike all after the en-
acting clause and insert in lieu thereof
the following:

S. RES. 573

Whereas Somalia has been without a func-
tioning central government since 1991, resulting
in lawlessness and an increasingly desperate
humanitarian situation;

Whereas, despite the return of the inter-
nationally recognized Transitional Federal Gov-
ernment (TFG) to Mogadishu and ongoing dip-
lomatic efforts through the Djibouti Peace Proc-
ess, supported by the United Nations, there has
been little improvement in the governance or
stability of southern and central Somalia, and
armed opposition groups continue to exploit this
situation;

Whereas the traditional mediation role played
by Somali elders has been eroded as the dynam-
ics of conflict and the proliferation of weapons
make it difficult to influence warring parties;

Whereas, since 2007, armed violence has re-
sulted in the deaths of at least 21,000 people in
Somalia and the displacement of nearly 2,000,000
people, including over 500,000 vrefugees in
Kenya, Yemen, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, Tan-
zania, and Uganda;

Whereas the United Nations estimates that
3,200,000 people, or 43 percent of the population
of Somalia, are in need of humanitarian assist-
ance and livelihood support to survive;

Whereas the United Nations reports that al-
most 1,000,000 displaced Somalis in need of aid
cannot be reached by United Nations refugee
and food agencies because of growing insecurity
and the threat of kidnappings to staff;

Whereas local humanitarian organizations are
trying to meet the needs of the Somali people by
restoring basic social services in urban and
rural communities, which places them on the
front lines of the conflict and make them vul-
nerable targets for killings, kidnappings, or
being accused of working for foreign govern-
ments;

Whereas al Shabaab, which has been des-
ignated as a foreign terrorist organization by
the Department of State, and other armed
groups continue to wage war against the Tran-
sitional Federal Government in Mogadishu and
one another to gain control over territory in So-
malia;
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